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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). Members are advised there

are 2 minutes remaining in this vote.
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So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Stated against:
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I was
unavoidably detained on this last roll
call vote. Had I been here to vote, I
would have voted ‘‘no.”
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 5 of House Resolution

351, the text of H.R. 740, H.R. 741, and
H.R. 742 as passed by the House, will be
appended to the engrossment of H.R.
739 and H.R. 740, H.R. 741 and H.R. 742
shall be laid on the table.

———
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, on July 12, 2005,
I missed four recorded votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on H.R.
739, the Occupational Safety and Health
Small Business Day in Court Act of 2005 (roll-
call No. 369); “yea” on H.R. 740, the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commission
Efficiency Act of 2005 (rollcall No. 370); “yea”
on H.R. 741, the Occupational Safety and
Health Independent Review of OSHA Citations
Act of 2005 (rollcall No. 371); and “yea” on
H.R. 742, the Occupational Safety and Health
Small Employer Access to Justice Act of 2005
(rollcall No. 372).

———
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
enter into the RECORD that on July 12 of this
year, due to unavoidable circumstances, | was
unable to be present. If | had not been de-
tained today, July 12, 2005, | would have
voted as follows:

On Previous Question on OSHA rollbacks, |
would have voted “nay” to defeat the previous
question on the Rule. If defeated we would
have allowed the House to consider the Miller-
Owens bill to raise the minimum wage. The
minimum wage would be raised to $7.25 an
hour from $5.15 an hour. The minimum wage
has been frozen since 1997.

On H. Res. 351—rule providing consider-
ation for 4 OSHA rollback bills—I would have
voted “nay.”

On H. Res. 352—providing that the House
of Representatives will focus on removing bar-
riers to competitiveness of the United States
economy—I| would have voted “nay.” | would
not have supported the legislation because it
would not improve U.S. competitiveness. In-
stead this resolution attempts to blame trial
lawyers and “regulation” for the challenges
facing the U.S. economy.

On H. Res. 343—commending the State of
Kuwait for granting women certain important
political rights—I would have voted “yea.”

On H.R. 804—to exclude from consideration
as income certain payments under the na-
tional flood insurance program—I would have
voted “yea.”

On H.R. 68—NASA and JPL 50th Anniver-
sary Commemorative Coin Act—I would have
voted “yea.”

On H.R. 739—OSHA rollback on employer
citations—| would have voted “nay.” | would
not have supported the legislation because it
undermines the timely abatement of unsafe
working conditions, encouraging employers to
challenge OSHA citations. One of the principal
purposes of the Occupational Safety and
Health Act is “to assure so far as possible
every working man and woman in the nation
safe and healthful working conditions.” How-
ever, this bill effectively delays the timely
abatement of unsafe working conditions, by
encouraging employers to litigate citations
rather than correcting health and safety haz-
ards.

On H.R. 740—OSHA rollback to stack the
Occupational Safety and Health Review Com-
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mission—| would have voted “nay.” | would
not have supported the legislation because it
unjustifiably ensures that only lawyers are ap-
pointed to the Commission.

On H.R. 741—OSHA rollback of the Sec-
retary of Labor’s authority to issue citations—
| would have voted “nay.” | would not have
supported the legislation because it provides
that the OSHA Review Commission shall have
deference to override the Secretary of Labor’s
reasonable interpretations of the Secretary’s
own workplace safety standards—thereby in-
creasing the incentives for challenges to Labor
Department’s rules and regulations.

On H.R. 742—O0SHA rollback to require
OSHA to pay attorneys’ fees—| would have
voted “nay.” | would not have supported the
legislation because it requires OSHA to pay
attorneys’ fees and costs for employers with
100 or less employees and a net worth of $7
million or less in an administrative or judicial
proceeding in which OSHA does not prevalil. It
is a blatant attempt to chill OSHA’s exercise of
statutory responsibility to enforce the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health (OCS) Act, by penal-
izing the agency for every instance in which it
attempts to do so unsuccessfully, and there-
fore, undermined the enforcement of work-
place health and safety laws.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I was
testifying before the BRAC Commis-
sion on June 27 for the purpose of pro-
tecting 1,075 jobs in Cleveland, Ohio,
from removal by the BRAC process.
Had I been here, I would have cast the
following votes: roll call 322, aye; roll
call 323, aye.
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ECONOMIC AND JOB GROWTH

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, you
know last night I came down and had a
little bit to say about the jobs, 146,000
new jobs that this economy, this pri-
vate sector has grown in June, and
near historic lows in unemployment at
5 percent.

And with the economic growth, the
tax reductions, our deficit will be $100
billion lower than original projections.
And we are going to continue to build
on all of this.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I want to call
attention to another article, this one
on spending regulation keeps growing.
And I think that is one of the things
that we continue to look at and one of
the reasons that we are addressing
some of the bills and legislation that
we are this week.

It is also the reason that we continue
to address waste, fraud and abuse in
this Congress, finding ways to reduce
the cost of government so that this
economy will continue to move forward
and continue to grow.
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